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Branch news

Annual General Meeting:
The 2021 Annual General Meeting took place in 
the Maritime Club, Port Elizabeth on the 2nd May 
at 11:00. Not withstanding the Covid Virus and the
Lockdown 1 regulations the Covid Protocols were 
strictly adhered too. Some 15 Legionnaires were 
present but regretfully the Chairman, Lgr Pattison, 
was confined to bed at home having had a serious 
eye operation. In the absence of the Chairman the 
Vice Chairman, Lgr Noel Smith, took the Chair. 
Our Padre was absent too which necessitated Lgr 
Bartie doing the devotions (supplied from the Rev 
Mark!). The Chairman's Report, which can be read 
on the Branch website at 
www.salegionpe.co.za/review, made note of a 
more or less successful 2020-2021. And whilst the 
Branch had succeeded in continuing it did suffer a 
loss of its major income, ie the Annual Poppy 
Appeal.

Lgr Bartie presented the audited financials on 
behalf of the Treasurer (who was acting Secretary 
for the meeting). He too highlighted the 
significance of the impact of Covid on the lack of 
permission from the municipality to hold the 
annual Poppy Appeal. This resulted in a significant
reduction in the income to the Branch, yet it was 
significant that Woodridge School and a number of
Churches made contributions to the Branches 
income, the Branch was highly appreciative of 
their rendering. The main factor was that the 
Branch has been able to remain financially solvent 
even with the restrictions posed by Covid.

The Branch will be holding a Social Function on 
the 13th June so please watch your emails for 
details from the Secretary. The Annual Poppy 
Appeal will be held on Saturday, 6  th   November 
2021 and the Annual Poppy Graveyard Run will 
take place on Sunday, 7  th   November 2021. The 
Annual Remembrance Day Parade will be held on 
Sunday, 14th November 2021. More details of these
events will be announced nearer the time.

The election of the EXCO for the following 12 
months took place with Lgr Burman taking the 
Chair temporary:

Chairman- Lgr T Pattison 

Vice-Chair – Lgr N Smith

Secretary – Lgr T Pattison.

Treasurer – Lgr T van der Linde

Ceremonial Officer – Lgr J S B Smit

Committee Members - LgrC Papenfus and Lgr G 
Hagermann

The Reverend Canon Mark Barth – Branch Padre.

The meeting was followed by a finger lunch and 
harmony.

Covid Vaccination.
Should any member not yet have registered for 
their anti- Covid vaccination on the Government 
website, please supply your full names, ID, address
and contact number the Chairman or Tertia, and 
Branch will handle the registration for you. This 
should be of particular interest to those who battle 
with modern I.T. protocols or do not have access to
the Internet. It would be appreciated if you could 
advise any member that you know who does not 
have access to this e mail. This was a local 
iniitiative.  

Multi Mission Inshore Patrol Vessels.
The first  MMIPV for the South African Navy took
place on 23rd March. The more than 600 ton vessel
was transported from the Damen Shipyard Cape 
Town  on the evening of 23 March 2021 to the 
Transnet National Ports Authority (TNPA) 

Obituary: 
Lgr C J Wolfaardt born 2nd May 1951, passed 
away 2nd May 2021. Indeed a sad day for his 
family to Pass Away on one's 70th birthday. The 
Major was a long time supporter of the Legion 
and served on the EXCO for a number of terms. 
The Chairman, EXCO and Legionnaires mourn 
his passing and convey their collective  
condolences to his wife and family. May he rest 
in the peace of the Lord.

http://www.salegionpe.co.za/review


synchrolift at the Victoria & Alfred (V&A) 
Waterfront Basin. The move was conducted by 
Mammoet South Africa, using 48 axle lines of Self
Propelled Mobile Transporters (SPMTs) to provide
precision movement, Damen said. Once the vessel 
was raised onto the synchrolift, the team waited for
high tide to come in before moving it out of the 
V&A Basin via Transnet National Ports Authority 
tugs towards the Elliot Basin. This is the first of 3 
such vessels. The ship is 62m long and 11m in the 
beam, has a maximum speed of 26.5 knots, a range 
of 4 000 nautical miles, and a crew of up to 62. 
The vessels will each carry one 7 metre long RHIB
and one 9 metre long RHIB for boarding 
operations. (Courtesy Defence Web)

MAARS – who needs a soldier?
Why send a soldier to carry out a dangerous task 
when a robot can do it just as well?

The Modular Advanced Armed Robotic System 
(MAARS) is a heavily armed bot designed to save 
lives and handle situations too dangerous to send 
real people into.

The system weighs 167 kg fully loaded with 
cameras, sensors, weapons, and ammunition. Its 
battery can last 3–12 hours, with a sleep mode to 
last for up to one week.

The MAARS can move at 11 kilometres per hour 
and travel 800–1000 meters from its controller. It 
has a seven cameras for driving, situational 
awareness, and for the weapon that can operate in 
daytime or thermal modes.

MAARS is armed with an M240B machine gun 
and four M203 grenade launcher tubes on a 360 
degree rotating turret. It carries 450 rounds of 
7.62×51mm NATO bullets and four 40mm 
grenades in the four M203s. Grenades can include 
sponge, buckshot and tear gas for less-lethal 
purposes, while high explosive and air-burst can be
used for lethal purposes. Each tube is loaded 
individually, allowing lethal and less-lethal 

capabilities to be available and selected when 
needed.

Other features include an onboard loudspeaker to 
communicate, a siren, a laser dazzler, and a gunfire
detection system. The weapons system can be 
replaced with a manipulator arm that can lift 54 kg,
making it able to pick up 155 mm artillery rounds, 
and can pull over 140 kg, which means it can drag 
a wounded soldier to cover. (Courtesy Military 
Despatches – April 2021)

Air Force Association SAAF 100 book project 
progressing
Written by defenceWeb - 
4th May 2021

The much loved Harvard.

Earlier this year the SA Air Force Association 
(SAAFA) launched its SAAF 100 book project to 
“reflect on milestones and highlights in the 
development of military aviation/air power in 
South Africa over 100 years through the eyes of 
the print media”.

Project originator and now co-ordinator, Marthie 
Visser, chair of the SAAFA Whale Coast branch, 
reports progress with numerous newspaper and 
magazine articles submitted to her and the team 
named by the Association to assist.  Marianne 
Mostert of the SAAFA national office is, along 
with Visser, a collection point for contributions be 
they originals, copies of original articles or 
scanned copies. Bill de Pinho and Craig Stanton 
carry “research” titles with Philip Weyers the 
liaison between the Association and the air force.

Till next time be safe from Covid! - Editor

-oo oo-

The Fighting Machine!

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/wp-content/uploads/aerospace/civil-aviation/Harvard_Rand_airshow_2017_400x300_Guy_Martin.jpg
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