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Branch news
A New Year that will hopefully be better than the 
old one. The hope of the vaccines this year brings 
hope to not only those of the older generation but 
to our younger members as well (anybody under 70
is young!)
The year has started sadly with the departure of 
two of our stalwart members to the big room in the 
sky.
Lt Col John Yates, our multi-services member, 
passed away early in January at the age of 91. He 
had not been well for some time. His obituary says 
it all:
John Yates was born in the Eastern Cape in 1931 
and educated at Grey High School. His military 
career was somewhat unique, as he served in three
arms of the Services, Navy, Air Force and Army! 
On matriculating he saw fit to join the South 
African Navy where he eventually aspired to the 
rank of Sub Lt. However he had a love of flying 
and when he saw an advert for fighter pilots in the 
South African Air Force he applied for a transfer 
from the SA Navy to the SAAF. On receiving his 
wings he did a number of conversion courses on 
Spitfires and Vampire jets. He volunteer for 
service in the Korean War and although he did a 
conversion course, the war ended before his 
contingent left for Korea and were stood down. 
His flying career came to a close as he did not 
want to be transferred from Port Elizabeth, where 
he worked as a Development Engineer at General 
Motors. So he transferred to the South African 
Army and ended his military career as the curator 
of the Donkin Military Museum. John joined the 
Port Elizabeth Branch of the SA Legion in 2005 
and was a very loyal supporter of the Legion, as 
well as the Naval Officers Association of Southern 
Africa and the SA Sea Cadets. John is survived by 
his wife Margaret-Ann and two sons. 

“I knew a gentleman;

Alas! His soul has flown.;”

Sadly Peter Wildman pass away towards the last 
weeks in January. Peter was 74. and had been a 
Legionnaire for 6 years.

Our sincere condolences to the fmilis of these to 
stalwarts, May they Rest in Peace.

Meetings and other Goings On:
As a result of the Covid virus and the closure of 
PAG to us, the EXCO took a decision to move our 
meetings to the Maritime Club on the corner of and
the first such meeting was of course the AGM. The
Club went out of its way to welcome the Legion to 
its premises and so all future meetings will be held 
at the Club, as a result of this our regalia has been 
moved to the Club from PAG.

2020 Poppy Collection
With Covid disrupting our Poppy plans and the 
municipality simply not giving authority to hold 
the street collection, we were surprised to receive 
R2876.90 from Woodridge School, a number of 
churches and Stella Londt Home! All these were 
unsolicited and resulted from their own initiative. 
We were both very surprised and very grateful to 
these organisations for their contributions. Thank 
you all most sincerely.
Hopefully the municipality will allow street 
collections this year and Covid will play along too.

SAAF Reserve Squadrons
The following interesting article appeared on the 
Defence Web of the 29th January 2021:
Nine Reserve squadrons available to 
expand SAAF capabilities.
South African Air Force (SAAF) assets are 
boosted by the availability of 61 civilian aircraft 
via nine reserve squadrons.
The squadrons operate from, but are not limited 
to, air force bases with some flying out of civilian 
airports and what the national defence force’s 
Director Corporate Communications, terms “air 
strips”.
They number from 101 to 111, denoting their 
status as reserve. Other SAAF operational 
squadrons carry double digit numbers, examples 
are 21 (VIP), 28 and 41 (transport), 15, 17 and 19 
(helicopter) with only the lone Gripen squadron at 
AFB Makhado having a single digit numeral.
Information supplied by the SA Air Force (SAAF) 
via the SA National Defence Force (SANDF) 
corporate communications directorate for the 
Reserve squadrons, a component of the Reserve 
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Force, shows where squadrons are located, under 
which base they fall, the officer commanding and 
the number of aircraft each has access to. No 
detail is given of aircraft types but transport and 
to a certain extent, cargo, has in the past been the 
backbone of the SAAF Reserve. Bizjets, including 
some Cessna and Lear models, have in the past 
been on the inventory of at least some air force 
reserve squadrons.
The full squadron list is:
101 Squadron, AFB Hoedspruit, Lieutenant 
Colonel SP Erasmus, eight aircraft
102 Squadron, AFB Makhado, Lieutenant Colonel 
WJ le Roux, five aircraft
104 Squadron, AFB Swartkop, Captain LG Lellyett
(acting), eight aircraft
105 Squadron, AFB Durban, Lieutenant Colonel 
AH Clarke, eight aircraft
106 Squadron, AFB Bloemspruit, Lieutenant 
Colonel AJ Wise, two aircraft
108 Squadron, AFB Bloemspruit operating from 
Kimberley, six aircraft
108 Squadron, AFB Ysterplaat operating from 
Port Elizabeth, Lieutenant Colonel FW Greeff, 
four aircraft
110 Squadron, AFB Ysterplaat, Lieutenant 
Colonel JJL van Zyl, 11 aircraft
111 Squadron, AFB Waterkloof, Lieutenant 
Colonel L Dodds, nine aircraft.

OK so they are not fighter squadrons but could no 
doubt form the basis with some conversion 
training.

Foreword by Chief of Defence 
Reserves- Maj Gen R Anderson
(Reserve Force Volunteer – Summer 2021) 
Following on a very successful year for the  
SANDF Reserves in 2020 when some 14 800 
members were called-up and performed well, the 
focus in 2021 will shift to “Preparing the SANDF 
Reserves for the Future”.

This will be supported by a Reserve Conference, 
“Indaba II”, to be held in the first half of the year, 
subject of course to COVID-19 restrictions.

In each of the Services, an analysis of the Reserves
has been conducted and progress on implementing 
the Updated Reserve Force Service System 
assessed. This, together with the experiences 
during Operation NOTLELA, form the basis for 
planning for the future.

Many of the articles in this edition as well as the 
message from Chief South African Army, 
Lieutenant General Lawrence Mbatha, describe 

many of the initiatives planned for repositioning 
the Reserves. The Reserves must be fully staffed, 
prepared, equipped and trained for their important 
role as envisaged in the Defence Review 2015, to 
the extent that the budget permits. The Role of the 
Reserves in Project KOBA-TLALA is also 
addressed in selected articles.

The Reserves continue to play an important role in 
Operation CORONA and are achieving many 
successes.

My thanks to all Reserves and their families for the
sacrifices they make when answering their 
extended call-ups.

I am sure that you will find this edition of the 
Reserve Force Volunteer informative [I have a 
copy should any member wish to read it - Ed].

All the best for 2021, please keep safe!

Accommodation Available at Rosedale 
The SA Legion offers comfortable accommodation
for veterans at Rosedale which is conveniently 
located in Rosebank, Cape Town. Studio and one 
bed room flats are available to rent and one and 
two bedroom cottages are offered on a life right 
basis. A daily meal is provided. 
With regard to the holiday let, we have two flats 
that we let on a short term basis – R375 55  p/p/p/n
or R700 per couple. Rates are negotiable for longer
stays and the daily meal is available at an 
additional cost. 

Application forms are available at 
www.salegion.co.za or contact David Holmes 
david@salegion.co.za or on 021 6899771 for 
further information. 

Regards, the Editor

-oo oo-
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