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Branch news
The Chairman and the EXCO trust that you and 
your family have been spared the Covid-19 virus 
and all the tragedy it brings with it. Our hope is 
that if you have been one of the unlucky ones to 
have been retrenched or simply lost your income, 
that you have now, under Level 3 lockdown, been 
able to find employment opportunities once again. 

The Branch has of necessity been very quiet during
the lockdown periods. Who knows when we will 
be able to get back to some sort of normality, 
although by all accounts the virus will be around 
for some time. The effect of the virus is that it will 
kill you irrespective of who you are, what your 
culture is, what religious affiliation you follow.

But there are ways to safeguard one's self. Wearing
a mask, whilst now being mandatory, is 
nevertheless uncomfortable and fogs up ones 
glasses or interferes with your hearing aids when 
you want to remove the mask....grrrrr; washing 
hands or sanitising your hands as often as we do 
makes the skin dry, itchy and uncomfortable; 
standing 2 metres apart makes it difficult to talk to 
the person in front of you especially if he or she 
doesnn't hear so well......ends up as a noisy 
shouting match! But these are a small price to pay 
in keeping safe.

The following was sent to me recently off 
Facebook and bears thinking about:

“When I wear a mask in public, or decline an 
invitation to a party or to come inside:

● I want you to know that I am educated 
enough to know that I could be 
asymptomatic and still give you the virus.

● No, I don’t “live in fear” of the virus; I just 
want to be part of the solution, not the 
problem.

● I don’t feel like the “government is 
controlling me;” I feel like I’m being a 
contributing adult to society and I want to 
teach others the same.

● The world doesn’t revolve around me. It’s 
not all about me and my comfort.

● If we all could live with other people's 
consideration in mind, this whole world 

would be a much better place.

● Wearing a mask doesn’t make me weak, 
scared, stupid, or even “controlled.” It 
makes me considerate.

When you think about how you look, how 
uncomfortable it is, or what others think of you, 
just imagine someone close to you - a child, a 
father, a mother, grandparent, aunt, or uncle - 
choking on a respirator, alone without you or any 
family member allowed at bedside.”

Delville Wood Virtual Service
The Delville Wood Trust held a Virtual 
Commemorative Service for the 104th 
Commemorations of the Battle of Delville Wood, 
on Sunday 12th July at 11:00 AM. It was an 
exceptionally well documented compilation of 
various SA Legion Branches laying a wreath at a 
suitable memorial. It was aired on Facebook. If you
missed it you can view it on the PE Branch 
Website, salegionpe.co.za and follow the link. It is 
about 19 minutes long.

Husky Mine Detection Vehicle

The origins of the Husky Vehicle Mounted Mine 
Detection System (VMMDS) reach back to the 
early 1970s and the Rhodesian Bush War.

The escalating use of pressure activated land mines
led to the development of the first dedicated 
VMMDS solution. This design consisted of the 
now well-known V-Hull crew capsule concept 
accompanied by two removable wheel bogie 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/wp-content/uploads/land/land/Husky_via_Mavtech.jpg


sections, one for steering and the other for the 
drive train package.

These wheel bogie sections were sourced from 
Volkswagen Kombi vehicles and could be removed
and replaced in a short time. Early in the 
development of the system it became apparent that 
the preferred option for overpassing land mines 
and also detecting them lay not in up armouring the
vehicle but in decreasing its weight and spreading 
the vehicle’s mass footprint. The aim was to 
achieve a pressure force of less than 300 kg over a 
120 mm target area, this being the average trigger 
characteristic of land mines used at that time. The 
use of racing car slick tyres and understanding the 
importance of optimal tyre pressures became 
obvious and duly implemented.

A good driver/operator could achieve proving 
detection missions at speeds of up to eighty 
kilometres per hour using pulse induction metal 
detectors.

In those days, once detecting a target, the driver 
would stop and reverse over the located device and
then disarm the device himself. This vehicle was 
affectionately called the Pookie, a local name for a 
nocturnal miniature ape found in Southern Africa.

The Pookie concept was taken to the next level by 
the South African Defence Force, which developed
the Meerkat light VMMDV as well as the Husky, 
which is able to tow a three-trailer mine detonation
combination (Duisendpoot). These Mine 
Detonation Trailers may have their tyre pressures 

adjusted manually from an inflation system within 
the Husky Tow Vehicle. Two pressure selections 
are available, one for dirt roads and one for sand.

The original SANDF Huskies are equipped with 
onboard manual Tyre Pressure Control (TPC) 
systems. These TPCs catered for two tyre pressure 
settings, i.e. Road and Overpass. These Tyre 
Pressure Controllers required stationary vehicles, 
as pressure adjustments were done with flexible 
inflation hoses. CTIS prepared axles were not 
available at the time of design.

Early in the last Iraqi war (Just Cause), DCD 
Protected Mobility commenced, on request from 
the US Army, with a “Program of Record” 
upgrade. This called for the Husky to be fitted out 
with a comprehensive array of sensors, used to 
detect and combat the ever changing IED threat 
and be exhaustively tested so as to be included in 
the NATO supply inventory. These included 
upgraded detectors, ground penetrating radar 
systems as well as electronic jamming features. 
Large displacement race track type air blowers 
were also evaluated. The Husky was also upgraded
to accept a new Central Tyre Inflation system 
which allowed tyre pressure adjustments while in 
motion for the first time and from within the 
protection of the driver’s cab.

A four-wheel steering function was also included 
catering for tight manoeuvring in urban areas.

A later development has been the two-seater Husky
VMMD which caters for a driver and systems 
operator. The Husky 2G may be equipped with an 
external interrogation/lifting boom for IED 
removal and retrieval. The proven Mavtech 
Driveline/CTIS Control system is integrated into 
the Husky 2G and communicates via CAN-Bus 
with the vehicle management system. Complete 
system functionality is thus possible when the 
vehicle is remotely controlled on exceptionally 
risky missions.

The Husky VMMDS is Type Certified by the US 
Army and available to all NATO forces. According
to Mavtech, this is a source of great pride as a 
South African design and production house.
(Courtesy defenceWeb - 25th Jun 2020)

From “ugly duckling” to a Swan!

Till next time, be safe from the Covid-19 virus.

Editor

-oo oo-

Pookie mine detection vehicle.
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