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Passing to Higher Service:
It was with great sadness that we learnt of the 
passing away of Lgr Jesse Bartlett on the 27th 
March 2020. She was born in the UK on the 20th 
October 1923. She saw service in the United 
Kingdom during WW2 and attained the rank of 
Lieutenant. Because of the Covid-19 Lockdown, 
no Legionnaires were able to attend the funeral on 
the 3rd April. She was a strong supporter of the 
Legion and made an effort to attend the various 
Branch meetings until recently. The Chairman 
expressed the Branches condolences to Mr Ron 
Bartlett, the son, and his family on this very sad 
loss. Indeed We Will Remember Her.

February General Meeting.
The General Meeting for members and friends of 
the Branch was attended by 36 members and 
friends. The Chairman presented a number of 
Membership Certificates.

Interesting talk
On Friday the 15th February an interesting talk was 
given to some 100 members of many veteran 
organisations by Lgr.Mike Nicholls,Member and 
Standard Bearer of Burgfield and District,Royal 
British Legion Branch, Berkshire,England. 

His talk was titled the “A to Z of Man's 
Inhumanity” and related to the inhumanities from 
the Battle of the Somme to landing beaches of 
Normandy during WWII which remind us of the 
futility of war as well as man's inhumanity to man.

The presentation related to a alphabetical summary
of various inhumane events covered by the topic 
and the various slides:

A- Auschwitz (1) (1939) A former Polish barracks 
being converted into a POW camp. 

B-Buchenwald (Auschwitz2)

D-Delville Wood visiting the memorial,museum 
and the 3rd largest cemetery with some 5500 
graves who lost their lives during this epic battle 
during WWI.

D-Dunkirk During May-June 1940  approximately 
7600 allied  troops were being evacuated. 

E-Europe A war map were shown depicting 
various movements and actions during WWII.

F-Flanders fields

G-Gold

I-Invasions 

J-Juno

K-Krakau

L-Liege

M-Menin Gate Memorial

N-Normandy  

Operation Overlord.

P-Passchendaele 

Q-Quote`s 

R-Rhodesia 

S-Salt mines at Krakau- see paragraph ''K''.

U-Ulster Tower 

V-Vimy Memorial 

W-Waterloo

X-Bletchley Park

Y-pres

Z-Zonnebeke(Castle) Memorial

The Annual Three Ships Service.

The Annual Commemorative ships of the three 
ship that sank in February but decades apart, took 
place at St Paul's Church once again – thanks 

Some of the Legionnaires.



Father Mark – on the 23rd February. Whilst the 
attendance was not as high as we would have liked,
there were still some 100 people. These included a 
contingent of Sea Cadets and the St John 
Ambulance Brigade. Father Mark's address this 
year was targeted at the young people (Sea Cadets 
and St John) as they will one day have to pick up 
the torch of remembrance when we are no longer 
there. The congregation joined us in the Church 
Hall for tea and cookies!

The Enemy
The war against the Covid-19 enemy is being 
waged on all fronts. In an article on the Internet 
yesterday, the writer, a journalist, made the point 
that for the first time probably in history has 
something as small as the virus brought the world 
to a standstill! Images of empty streets in Cape 
Town, London and New York are indeed startling. 
But the herd instinct is still rampant too “It won't 
happen to me”!

Yes Boredom will set in but for some of us oldies 
life continues as usual in the home – we don't 
normally gallivant around. But Easter will be very 
unusual this year with no church services except 
from those innovative churches which have gone 
into the virtual world of the Internet.

The Chairman has twice put out messages of 
encouragement and hope, and like him I hope all 
our members and their families will be safe and 
keep well.

The Annual General Meeting
As a result of the virus, the AGM has been 
postponed to sometime in the future, so the EXCO 
will simply continue to run the show until such 
time as we can safely hold the AGM.

The Covid-19 Challenges.
With the severe shortage of ventilators, masks 
shields etc it is not surprising that the many 
technical companies such as Denel have taken up 
the challenges. 

A report on the Defence Web recently had the 
following article:

The technology part of “defence and technology” 
conglomerate Denel has mobilised expertise and 
resources to design and develop medical 

ventilators in support of the national campaign to 
combat the spread of the COVID-19 coronavirus.

Denel chief executive Danie du Toit said Denel 
Aeronautics and Denel Dynamics engineers are 
working round the clock on Project Sabela – “we 
are heeding the call” – in partnership with other 
state-owned entities, research bodies and 
companies in the medical technology sphere.

“The project is still in its early stages, but we’re 
optimistic this local initiative will help to alleviate 
the dire need for medical ventilators required in 
numbers at public and private hospitals,” he said in
a statement. BZ to these companies.

The innovative engineering students at Wits 
University are now able to produce a 3D printed 
face mask in 90 minutes whilst they can produce a 
face shield in 3 minutes. Made from polyvinyl 
chloride (PVC) sheeting and cut using a laser, the 
shields are aimed at answering a national call to 
help meet the growing demand for protective gear 
for medical staff, the university published in a 
news release.

Last Thought.
Spare a thought for those members of the SAPS 
and Army who are now trying to maintain law and 
order in some areas where people live almost on 
top of each other. What is more they must do this 
diplomatically – I'm not sure I would be able to do 
that – I would smack the first guy who gave me 
cheek! But remember these brave men and women 
in your prayers that they can be safe from the virus 
too.
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