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The Year That Has Been: 
2020 is fast drawing to a close, in 29 days time we 
will welcome the new baby 2021, and will it be 
any better that 2020, only time will tell. 2020 has 
indeed been a difficult year for everybody world 
wide and especially in South Africa, but there is 
hope on the horizon with the first vaccines for 
Covid-19 coming soon.  For the Branch it posed a 
number of problems. We were not allowed to 
utilise the PAG for our EXCO or other meetings, 
our AGM was delayed for many months, no 
parades were held in any form – it took some 
getting used to.

The AGM
The Branch eventually held its 99th AGM in the 
Maritime Club – our new Home – on Sunday, 25th 
October 2020. The attendance was not as large as 
usual, which was to be expected during this Covid 
pandemic but sufficient for a quorum. 

The various Agenda Items were all handled 
including the voting in of the new Executive for 
the year who are:
Chairman: Lgr T Pattison
Vice-Chairman: Lgr N Smith
Secretary: Lgr T Pattison
Treasurer; Lgr T van der Linde
Ceremonial Officer: Lgr JSB Smit:
Padre: Canon M Barth
Members: Lgr C Papenfus & Lgr G Hagemann
Patron: Lgr D Burman
Auditor for Life: Lgr W M Bartie

After the formal proceedings the delegates present 
enjoyed a finger lunch courtesy of the Branch.

The Branch will start preparing for its Centenary in
2021 (100 not out)

Delville Wood Remembrance.
With the restriction of Covid-19, it was not 
possible to hold any parades and the various 
organisations were forced to think out of the box. 
The South African Delville Wood Museum Trust 
produced a 20 minute documentary of the “104th 
Commemoration of the Battle of Delville Wood” 
on Faceook. In effect the SA Legion Branches 
were requested to make a short video recording of 
the Branch Chairman laying a wreath at a suitable 
War Memorial. It was indeed an excellent and 
moving documentary which can be seen by 
clicking on the link 2020 Delville Wood Virtual 
Service on the Branch Website 
www.salegionpe.co.za, if your haven’t seen it , it is
well worth watching.

11th November.
Covid-19 interfered with the Remembrance 
Parades too. Whilst the Aloe White Ensign 
Shellhole, in a brief ceremony, laid wreaths at the 
Walmer Cenotaph, the PE Branch of the Legion 
held a Church Service at St Paul's Church, Parson's
Hill. The various veteran organisations were 
invited and in all some 100 people attended the 
Service. Wreaths were laid at the Altar of the 
Church by a number of organisations.



The Service was conducted by the Branch Padre 
Canon Mark Barth of St Paul's to whom the Branch
extends it sincere thanks for this unique occasion.

Grey High School Remembrance
In similar fashion, the traditional Remembrance 
Service at Grey High School saw wreaths laid by 
the various Armed Services and Veterans 
organisation in a short ceremony.

SAS Galeshewe (R1567) decommissioned 
For our naval members and others, this article 
appeared in the DefenceWeb recently.

According to the SA Naval Museum and 
republished with attribution: “P1567 was one of 
nine former Minister Class strikecraft in service 
with the SA Navy (SAN). The first six vessels 
were delivered to the SAN between 1977 and 
1980. A second batch of three was ordered and 
taken into service between 1983 and 1985.

“P1567 (boat seven) was the first of the improved 
Batch 2 boats and was built locally by Sandock 
Austral in Durban. The original design of the 
vessels was based on the Israeli SAAR IV 
(renamed RESHEF) fast attack craft. These vessels
of 450 tons packed a mean punch for their size. 

They could attain a speed in excess of 30 knots, 
while two 76 mm guns and up to eight fixed 
launchers for the Skerpioen SSM provided a lot of 
firepower for a relatively small platform. While not
ideally suited for South African sea conditions they
admirably formed the backbone of the SAN for 
more than three decades.

“P1567 was launched on the afternoon of 26 
March 1982 and named SAS Hendrik Mentz by 
Mrs Amy Edwards, wife of Vice Admiral 
Edwards, then SAN Chief. The ship was officially 
commissioned into the SAN on 11 February 1983, 
during which then SAN Chief, Vice Admiral AP 
Putter, charged the first Officer Commanding, 
Commander JAJB Vorster with command.

During the Navy 75 celebrations and the 
Presidential Fleet Review, the class was re-
designated as Warrior Class strikecraft and 
Hendrik Mentz re-commissioned as Galeshewe.

The naval ensign was lowered for the last time on 
8 October. P1567 was a pioneer in many ways and 
decommissioned after more than 37 years of 
service in the SAN. 

The Art of Gypoing – Did you try it?
Wednesday afternoons in the SADF were 
dedicated to sports parade.
There was a long list of sports that you could 
participate in and they would also try and 
accommodate sports that were not on the list.
Naturally sports parade was the perfect opportunity
to gypo. A fair number of permanent force 
members would claim that they took part in sports 
that were off the base. Instead of actually taking 
part in these sports, they would use the time as an 
afternoon off.
For national servicemen this was not so easy. But 
there were those that made a plan.

That's it for the year. We
will see you again in 2021.

In the Meantime, on behalf
of the EXCO I wish you a
Merry Christmas and a
New Year filled with peace
and Good Health – keep
safe from Covid19.

“A dop a day keeps Covid
away”

The Editor
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