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Battle of Square Hill Commemoration.

After the 2018 Square Hill Parade it was decided 
to hold the parade on the Donkin Reserve, 
marching from the PAG Drill Hall. So in June this 
year we wrote to the City Council for permission, 
but alas the request probably got filed away and no
approval was forthcoming – not a good advert for 
the Metro!

The weather was inclement and drizzled on and 
off, so the use of the Drill Hall was a considered 
good move. So we reversed the process, the parade
under the control of the PE Legion SM – Lgr JSB 
Smit - “fell in” on the Donkin Reserve and, led by 
the Algoa Caledonian Pipe Band, marched, 
together with a contingent of Sea Cadets, from the 
Reserve to the PAG Drill Hall. If anything attracts 
an audience it is a band and Sunday, 22nd 
September, was no exception! The route passes the

Grand Hotel too so there was lots of interest in the 
band and the veterans, colours flying, marching 
smartly as only old soldiers can do, with the  Sea 
Cadets bringing up the rear.

The “Troops” formed up in the Hall for the 
commemoration service, with the friends and 
families seated on the side.

The service was led off by the Very Reverend 
Canon Mark Barth of St Paul's Church, the Branch 
Chaplain. 

The announcements were made by the Branch 
Chairman,, Lgr Terry Pattison. Immediately after 
the Memoriam and the Last Post/Reveille, a 
number of wreaths were laid by the various veteran
organisations on Parade.

PAG Drill Hall

"Old soldiers being smart!"



Thereafter a Medal Parade was held with medals 
being presented to veterans by Colonel Ralph van 
Niekerk (Ret) MMM 

There were a large number of medal recipients. 
These medals were official SANDF issue but for 
some or other reason had been delayed. Colonel 
van Niekerk made a short address at the conclusion
of the medal parade.

At the conclusion of the Parade, the “troops” 
having been dismissed, a finger lunch was held in 
the PAG bar. 

This was one of the memorable Square Hill 
Parades and the venue added lustre to the Parade.

Updating the SA Navy Roll of honour
The updating of the South African Navy Roll of 
Honour was initiated by Flag Officer Fleet, Rear 
Admiral Bravo Mhlana, as part of the Project 
Tshintsha initiative in 2019 according to the SA 
Naval Museum.

“The Navy’s Roll of Honour is most prominently 
displayed on the Wall of Remembrance, where the 
names of those members who have died on active 
duty (on service/in the line of duty) are engraved 

on panels, in front of the Fleet Command 
Headquarters building in Simon’s Town.

“The panels on the Wall of Remembrance 
contained the names of four groups:
members of the Royal Naval Volunteers Reserve 
(South African Division) who lost their lives 
during the First World War (1914-1918); members 
of the South African Naval Forces and South 
Africans seconded to the Royal Navy, who lost 
their lives during the Second World War (1939 
-1945) – listed per ship/unit; members of the SAS 
President Kruger who lost their lives when the 
frigate sank on 18 February 1982, following a 
collision at sea; and, members of the former South 
African Marines Corps who lost their lives on 
operational service during the period 1979 – 1990.

(Courtesy of Defenceweb 4th October 2019)

Poppy Street Collection
The only income the Port Elizabeth Branch of the 
SA Legion receives is from the Poppy Day Street 
collection. This income must provide for support 
for some of our ailing members, those veterans 
who have meals delivered from Meals on Wheels 
and assistance to members who have been 
encumbered with a high medical bill; and finally to
provide funding for Branch events and Wreaths 
apart from the cost of running the Branch.

This is a plea that those members who are able to 
give 1 or 2 hours of their time once per year step 
up to assist. For this plea to succeed, the Branch 
needs “feet on the ground” on Saturday 9th 
November 2019. Those willing bodies can contact 
the Secretary, Lgr Tertia van der Linde, on 
tertiam@maritimemotors.co.za or cell phone 072 
124 3303. Please help the Branch for an hour or 
two. 

Thank you, Editor.
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